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AEGIS Infrared Illuminators Help Track Big 
Game in the Masai Mara 
 
AEGIS UFLED infrared (IR) Illuminators from Derwent, members of the 

Bosch Group, were used by the BBC’s Natural History Unit to monitor the 

behaviour of the Marsh Pride of big cats at night, in Kenya’s world-famous 

Masai Mara game reserve. 

 

The Big Cat Live series, broadcast live on BBC One in October 2008, 

featured live web-casting allowing audiences to watch footage 24-hours a 

day from the heart of Africa’s most famous reserve.   

 

“The film of night time activity was a revelation and it was the infrared 

illumination, alongside thermal imaging technology that was used to track 

the animals which helped make this possible,” says Ian Crosby, Bosch’s 

Product Marketing Manager. “The AEGIS illuminators helped the film crew 

to capture high quality images under the cover of darkness to a greater 

extent than previously possible.” 

 

The AEGIS Illuminators were used by the BBC throughout the filming of the 

8 part series, presented by Kate Silverton, Jonathan Scott, Jackson 

Looseyia and Simon King 

 

Colin Jackson the BBC producer of Big Cats says: “Infrared technology 

again played a crucial role in the crew’s ability to find, track and ultimately 

to film the animals, in using IR equipment this recording was able to go on 

throughout the night revealing a side of life that is rarely, if ever, seen.” 
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Derwent is a member of the Bosch Group and design, develop and 
manufacture leading security lighting and licence plate capture solutions. 
Derwent products are field proven in countless applications worldwide and 
selected by top security consultants for their innovative technology and 
uncompromising performance in the most difficult surveillance conditions.  
 
The acquisition of the Extreme CCTV Group which includes Derwent and 
Forward Vision CCTV by Bosch Security Systems allows Bosch to expand 
its already extensive CCTV portfolio to satisfy and even wider range of 
applications and needs. 
 
 
The Bosch Group is a leading global supplier of technology and services. In the 
areas of automotive and industrial technology, consumer goods, and building 
technology, some 271,000 associates generated sales of 46.3 billion euros in 
fiscal 2007. The Bosch Group comprises Robert Bosch GmbH and its more 
than 300 subsidiaries and regional companies in roughly 50 countries. This 
worldwide development, manufacturing, and sales network is the foundation 
for further growth. Each year, Bosch spends more than 3 billion euros for 
research and development, and applies for over 3,000 patents worldwide. The 
company was set up in Stuttgart in 1886 by Robert Bosch (1861-1942) as 
“Workshop for Precision Mechanics and Electrical Engineering.”  
 
The special ownership structure of Robert Bosch GmbH guarantees the 
entrepreneurial freedom of the Bosch Group, making it possible for the 
company to plan over the long term and to undertake significant up-front 
investments in the safeguarding of its future. Ninety-two percent of the share 
capital of Robert Bosch GmbH is held by Robert Bosch Stiftung GmbH, a 
charitable foundation. The majority of voting rights are held by Robert Bosch 
Industrietreuhand KG, an industrial trust. The entrepreneurial ownership 
functions are carried out by the trust. The remaining shares are held by the 
Bosch family and by Robert Bosch GmbH. 
 
Additional information can be accessed at www.bosch.com. 

 
 
 
 
 


